13 Dec 2006 : Column 853

House of Commons
 The House met at half-past Eleven o’clock

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]

Oral Answers to Questions
Duchy of Lancaster
 The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster was asked—

Social Exclusion
1. Nia Griffith (Llanelli) (Lab): What steps the Government are taking to promote best practice in the targeting of support to socially excluded people. [108604]

The Minister for Social Exclusion (Hilary Armstrong): The social exclusion taskforce is working on identifying and promoting best practice in targeting support at socially excluded people. That will include developing a common rating system for high-quality evaluations and examining the case for a centre for excellence in children’s and family services. The Government will also be undertaking a review of how well services aimed at at-risk families are working together on the ground.

Nia Griffith: I know that the Minister is fully aware that there are no easy answers to tackling social exclusion and that we need to build up an evidence base of good practice to inform future policy. Will she assure me that such projects will be based in not only England, but Wales?

Hilary Armstrong: I know that my Hon. Friend has been assiduous throughout her career at trying to play her part in tackling social exclusion. She is absolutely right. To turn lives round, we have to use interventions that we know really work. We must make sure that programmes with a proven track record are adopted more widely. I am happy to assure her that Wales has been doing very well. The Welsh Government are seeking to roll out throughout Sure Start centres in Wales a parenting programme called The Incredible Years. That significant programme has been well tested and has very good outcomes. Indeed, Judy, who runs the programme, has been very helpful and an inspiration to me since I was appointed. The evidence gained from such programmes is crucial to drawing up social exclusion policy.
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Judy with Hilary Armstrong M.P. Minister for the Cabinet Office and Social Exclusion at Chequers.






